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Ontario Fire Service Advisory Committee 
(Section 21 Committee) 

FINAL MINUTES 
April 24 - 25, 2008   

 
Meeting at Stage West, Mississauga 
 
Commencing at Noon on Thursday, April 24, 2008 
 
Present:  
Chris Powers   OAFC – Committee Co-Chair 
Daryl Stephenson  OPFFA – Committee Co-Chair 
Terry Allen  AMO 
Ellard Beaven  OPFFA 
Ed Godden   OFM 
Richard McCurdy  OPFFA 
Rod McEachern  FFAO 
Shayne Mintz  OAFC 
Gerry Pedwell  OPFFA 
Matt Pegg   OAFC 
Julie Shott   AMO 
Darren Storey  FFAO 
 
Wayne Sutherland  MHSA (Observer) 
 
Karen Hanna   MOL Facilitator 
 
Regrets: 
Andy Kostiuk   OAFC 
 

 
1.  Review of Minutes from January 28-29, 2008 
Received and accepted as written. 

ACTION:  Karen to finalize the minutes and distribute for posting on the websites. 
 

2.  Business Arising from the Minutes 
Wayne provided an update on the Municipal Health and Safety Association’s Sector Specific 
JHSC Certified Member Training.  The first of two pilots was presented at the OPFFA Health 
and Safety Seminar in February.  There were 11 fire departments that participated.  There 
were some changes and additions to the course that were suggested by the participants.  The 
second pilot is being presented for volunteer and composite Chiefs at the OAFC Conference 
on April 26-27.  There will be a third pilot presented in the Kitchener-Waterloo area in June. 
 
3.  Flashover Information 
Daryl reported that there was flashover information given at the OPFFA Health and Safety 
Seminar by Jim Fitzpatrick (Markham) and Rich Gadsden (Peterborough).  Daryl had sent to 
the Section 21 Committee Draft 3 of a flashover training exposure study.  The June 2007 
Australian study by Heggies is entitled “Compartmental Fire Behaviour Training Exposure 
Study”.  Ed Godden advised that the Ontario Fire College is still running their flashover 
courses and explained how the course is conducted.  Also, Daryl advised that Lorraine Shaw 
from McMaster University has indicated that she has not heard from the WSIB regarding the 
Research Advisory Council proposal. 
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ACTION:  A review of the report may be requested of the MOL Provincial Hygienist, 
once hired (if it is possible for MOL to review the document).  MOL is in the process of 
recruiting a Provincial Hygienist.  Shayne will provide to Karen specific questions for the 
review of the document and Karen will then request whether a review is possible. 
   

4.  Dust Collectors and Hoppers 
Shayne mentioned that he thought that it would be a good idea to do a Guidance Note on dust 
collectors and hoppers.  It was noted that there is currently an Alert in Appendix E of the 
manual entitled “Fires in Dust Collectors and Hoppers”. 

ACTION:  Shayne and Wayne to work on the new GN and bring it to the next meeting.   
 
5.  Revisions to Water Related GNs - GN #6-2 (5) and GN #6-3 (8) 
The questions raised by Bill Hammond of the Ontario Fire College were reviewed by the 
Committee regarding GN #6-2 (5) Fire Fighting Near Water and GN #6-3 (8) Water and Ice 
Rescue. 

ACTION:  Karen to finalize the Guidance Notes. 
 
6.  Revision to GN #4-10 (42) Hearing Protection During Emergency Operations 
Rod presented a revised Guidance Note.  It was decided to reference the requirements of the 
revised Section 139 of the Regulations for Industrial Establishments in the Guidance Note (as 
the Regulation would apply in fire stations, training facilities, offices, etc.). 

ACTION:  Karen to check with an MOL noise specialist on the revisions and finalize the 
Guidance Note. 

 
7.  Infection Control Program 
Gerry presented a new draft Infection Control Program Guidance Note.  The draft Guidance 
Note Communicable Diseases and Designated Officer Program for Communicable Disease, 
drafted by Daryl and Training Instructor Brian Arnold from London Fire Services, was also 
discussed.  It was decided at a previous Section 21 Committee meeting not to revise GN #2-5 
(33) Designated Officer Program for Communicable Disease.  In light of the existence of GN 
#2-5 (33) and the document “Preventing and Assessing Occupational Exposures to Selected 
Communicable Diseases: An Information Manual for Designated Officers” (Appendix F of the 
Section 21 manual), Karen will speak to the MOL Provincial Physician about the value of 
proceeding with an Infection Control Program Guidance Note. 

ACTION:  Gerry to provide Karen with the draft GN electronically.  Karen will speak with 
the MOL Provincial Physician. 

 
8.  Blue Lights on Police Vehicles 
Daryl had requested that the issue of blue lights on police vehicles be discussed by the 
Committee.  Karen reported that Section 14.1 of the Highway Traffic Act, administered by the 
Ministry of Transportation, states that “a police department vehicle may carry lamps that cast 
red and blue lights, but no other motor vehicle shall carry any lamp that casts red and blue 
lights to the front”.  Fire department vehicles are not included in this section of the Highway 
Traffic Act.  
 
9.  Prevention of Falls from Fire Apparatus 
A new Guidance Note was developed on the Prevention of Falls from Fire Apparatus.  Terry 
discussed the interim solution that the Cambridge Fire Department has been using pending the 
Section 21 Committee developing a GN.  Chris noted that there are ULC and NFPA standards 
that speak to the issue of the design of fire trucks.  Irrespective of equipment design, it was 
agreed that this is a procedural issue and that the draft GN should identify the problem and 
identify procedures to do the task safely.  It was agreed that a second Guidance Note on 
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Prevention of Slips, Trips and Falls, is not required as the Regulations for Industrial 
Establishments covers the issues outlined in the draft Guidance Note. 

ACTION:  Andy, Terry, Ellard and Wayne are to work on a revised Guidance Note for 
the Prevention of Falls from Fire Apparatus. 

  
10.  Comparison of CGSB and NFPA Bunker Gear Standards 
A brief discussion took place regarding the comparison of the bunker gear standards as 
reviewed by Toronto Fire Services.  As Andy was not able to attend to contribute to the 
discussion, a side by side comparison of the two standards did not get discussed.  Daryl 
reported on the contact that he previously had with the CGSB officials and Karen reported on 
her discussion with the MOL Provincial Engineer regarding a possible Section 3 equivalency 
under O. Reg. 714/94 (should the NFPA standard be found to be equal to or greater than the 
CGSB standard for the protection of worker health or safety).  A letter to the Minister of Labour 
may be considered.  
 
11.  Review of GN #6-1 (4) Persons Riding on Fire Apparatus Tailboards 
Andy tabled this item but was unable to attend the meeting. 

ACTION:   It was deferred to the next meeting for discussion.       
 
12.  Review of GN #6-7 (22) Driving Skills for Emergency Apparatus Response 
Andy tabled this item but was unable to attend the meeting. 

ACTION:   It was deferred to the next meeting for discussion.  
 
13.  Request for a Trench Rescue Guidance Note from City of Kitchener Fire 
Daryl tabled a request from the City of Kitchener Fire Department for a Guidance Note on 
trench rescue. 

ACTION:   Daryl and Wayne to work on a draft Guidance Note.       
      
14.  Globe Bunker Gear Manufacturing Visit 
Matt reported on a visit that he made to the Globe Bunker Gear Manufacturing facility in New 
Hampshire.  He met with a chemist who is a member of the NFPA 1851 committee.  They 
discussed the thermal protective performance of bunker gear.  It was noted that the personal 
protective equipment covered by NFPA 1851 included bunker gear, boots, gloves, balaclavas 
and helmets. 

ACTION:  Matt to provide a summary of his visit and distribute it electronically to the 
Section 21 Committee. 

 
15.  NFPA 1851 Update  
Karen indicated that the GN #4-8 (40) Inspection and Replacement of Bunker Gear is under 
review by the Ministry.  A letter to the Minister of Labour may be considered.  
 
16.  CSA Fill Station Letter 
Chris reported that there has been no response to the October 5, 2007, letter from the Co-
Chairs to Ron Meyers of CSA regarding CSA Z180. 
 ACTION:  Chris to send the letter electronically to the Section 21 Committee. 
 
17.  CACC Letter 
Chris reported that the January 21, 2004, letter to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 
subsequent to a meeting regarding CACC has received no response. 

ACTION:  Chris to scan the letter and send it electronically to the Section 21 
Committee. 
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18.  AMO Member 
Julie Shott from the City of Hamilton was welcomed to the Section 21 Committee.  She has 
joined the Committee for a one year term as an Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
representative.  

    
19.  MOL Report 

• Karen reported that EMO is conducting an IMS presentation to the Police Section 
21 Committee. 

• Karen reported that MOL has met with the OFM and is discussing the 
applicability of O. Reg. 278/05 (Regulation respecting Asbestos on Construction 
Projects and in Buildings and Repair Operations - made under the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act) to the fire service. 

• Karen reported that the new Director of the Occupational Health and Safety 
Branch is Dr. Maurice Bitran. 

• Karen reported that the Ministry of Labour has hired new managers and is in the 
process of reorganizing its field structure to support the new inspectors hired 
since 2004. 

• Karen reported that she conducted a Section 21 presentation at the Northeastern 
Fire Education in North Bay on March 29th. 

• Karen reported that the MHSA may wish to develop an information alert 
regarding the recent ventilation fan blade incident in the Eastern Region. 

 
 
 
 
Next Meeting 
 
To be held on June 18-19, 2008, in Timmins. 


